sc. in.               KING HENRY IV,                   347

HOST. Say, what thing ? what thing ?

FAL* What thing ? why, a thing to thank God
on.

HOST. I am no thing to thank God on, I would
thou should'st know it; I am an honest man's wife:
and, setting thy knighthood aside, thou art a knave
to call me so.

FAL. Setting thy womanhood aside, thou art a
beast to say otherwise.

HOST. Say, what beast, thou knave thou?

*e Good Robin Hood was living then,

" Which now is quite forgot,
" And so was fayre maid marian," &c.    PERCY.
It appears from the old play of The Downfall of Robert Earl of
Huntington,  1601, that maid Marian was originally a name as-
sumed by Matilda the daughter of Robert Lord Fitzwater, wbile
Robin Hood remained in a state of outlawry:

' Next 'tis agreed (if therto shee agree)
c That faire Matilda henceforth change her name;
c And while it is the chance of Robin Hoode
c To live in Sherewodde a poore outlawes life,
' She by maide Marian* s name be only calFd.

" Mat. I am contented; reade on, little John :
" Henceforth let me be nam'd maide Marian''
This lady was poisoned by King John at Dun mow Priory, after
he had made several fruitless attempts on her chastity.    Drayton
has written her legend.

Shakspeare speaks of maid Marian in her degraded state, when
j>  she was represented by a strumpet or a clown.

See Figure 2, in the plate at the end of this play, with Mr.
Toilet's observation on it. STEEVENS.

Maid Marian seems to have been the lady of a Whitsun-ale,
or morris-dance. The Widow, in Sir W. D'Avenant's Love and
Honour, (p. 24*7,) says: " I have been Mistress Marian in a
Maurice ere now." Morris is, indeed, there spelt wrong; the
dance was not so called from prince Maurice, but from the
Spanish morisco, a dancer of the morris or moorish dance.

HAWKINS.

There is an old piece entitled, Old Meg of Herefordshire for a
Mayd-Marian, and Hereford Town for a Morris-dance; or 12
Morris-dancers in Herefordshire, of 1200 Years old. Lond. 1609,
quarto. It is dedicated to one Hall, a celebrated Tabourer in that
country. T. WART ON.
A reprint of it was published by Mr. Triphook in 1816.
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